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In 2015, Greece has already gone through the fifth year from the 
beginning of the implementation of the memorandum. The 
unstable economic and social situation (178.6% GDP debt for 
2014) 1led to the rise and fall of five governmental schemes within 
six years. So, after 5 years of austerity, at September of 2015, the 
left party ΣΥΡΙΖΑ (Coalition of Radical Left), made a new 
governmental coalition with the right party of ΑΝΕΛ (Independent 
Greeks) for 2nd time at the same year (the first one was at 
January of the same year, but fallen after the decision to sign a 3rd 
memorandum at July of 2015). 
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1 According Eurostat’s General government gross debt - annual data (http://
ec.europa.eu/eurostat/tgm/table.do?
tab=table&init=1&language=en&pcode=teina225&plugin=1)



Unfortunately, the moment that article was written, we still donʼt 
know which will be the luck of this coalition. As well as nobody 
didnʼt know the luck of Greek left after its losing at the tragic Greek 
civil war of 1946 – 1949, for which we could write hundreds of 
pages. The ΚΚΕ (Greek Communist Party) was already illegal 
since 1947, fourty thousands members was prisoned and 
thousands exiled at many barren islands. The first political reaction 
of the Communist Party after the military defeat of  ΔΕΣ 
(Democratic Army of Greece) manifested itself for the 6th plenary 
session of the party in Boureli of Albania in October 1949, which 
had as its objectives first the determination of the responsibility for 
the defeat and the other outlining a new strategy and tactics in a 
post-civil war Greece which was trying to to heal its wounds. 
General secretary of GCP, Nicos Zahariadis in his speech2 impute 
responsibility for the defeat to opponents of DAG  “That is why 
peace is for monarcho - fascism more difficult than war. That is 
why the difficulties and contradictions rather than diminish it fester. 
Why And after the battle of Vitsi - Grammos, our internal problem 
remains unresolved. It remains unresolved because there is this 
problem monarcho-fascist solution. The monarchofascismʼs 
slaughters may be ruined, to cliffs and burn. You can never be 
created. And the solution for the modern Greek internal problem is 
always one: the people's democratic reconstruction. That is why 
the struggle continues, despite the changes that today form the 
center of gravity is shifting from the war - military action to massive 
economic and political struggles. The goal always remains the 
same: Free, independent, democratic Greece. Exactly why they 
defeated the DAG, precisely because he defeated the monarcho-
fascist reaction, Greece reenters today in a new cycle of internal 
defects, popular struggles and uprising, urban infighting, military - 
fascistic movements and coups”. 4 days earlier he had set an end 
to the civil war from the radio station of Bucharest with his famous 
statement: «Βάζουμε το όπλο παρά πόδα»3. In terms of internal 
operations, the Stalinist Zahariadis, accused rationalized as the 
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2 The following excerpt is from N. Zachariadis’ speech on October 20th of 1949 as 
published in a special edition of the newspaper “Ριζοσπάστης” with the title: 
“Καινούργια Κατάσταση – Καινούργια Καθήκοντα”. Translation by the author. (The 
complete text in greek: http://www.rizospastis.gr/story.do?
id=6258474&textCriteriaClause=%2B%CE%96%CE%91%CE%A7%CE%91%CE%A1%CE
%99%CE%91%CE%94%CE%97%CE%A3+%2B1949)

3 We put the gun beside our foot.



founder of a "bumpy party regime and responsible mass 
persecution against all forms of internal party opposition. Even the 
slightest suspicion internal party rebellion lead to  expulsion from 
the party, something that seemed mainly from decisions of historic 
3rd party Conference (October 1950), which formalized the 
political conviction of a number of older and younger party 
members several times and some dead as traitors and enemy 
agents. Executives such as former general secretary of the 
Communist Party Giorgos Siantos and former head of DAG 
Markos Vafeiadis accused.

At 1951 there is the first attemption to foundate a Greek left 
coalition from GCP, which trying to organise every single worker in 
Greece. As result of this initative, the party of ΕΔΑ (United 
Democratic Left) is born on August 3rd of 1951, almost a month 
before the 2nd post civil war elections of September 9th. The UDL 
was originally set up as a coalition party figures and personalities 
of the Left. It included the Socialist Party of Greece (Ioannis 
Pasalidis), the Democratic Rally (Dimitris Mariolis), the Party of 
Left Liberals (Stamatios Chatzibeis) and the Democratic Radical 
Party (Michalis Kyrkos). Chairman of the Executive Committee 
elected Ioannis Pasalidis, an immigrant doctor and socialist from 
Santa of Black Sea, who was leading the party from 1951 until 
1967. The heads of ΣΚ – ΕΛΔ (Socialistic Party – Union of 
Peopleʼs Republic) Alexandros Svolos, ex- head of “Mountainʼs 
Government” and Elias Tsirimokos refuse to participate in UDL, 
fearing its control of the Communist Party, which remains outside 
the law and attempt to guide policy and UDL. Already, however, 
the first phase of creation, is more than an electoral coalition, but 
being a single party. For the Communist Party, was ensured from 
the start a relationship on guiding organizations and the leadership 
of the UDL. This relationship, although not declared and not 
imposed suffocating, it is nevertheless a predominant element in 
the political and organizational strength of the new party formation.

 In particularly difficult post-civil war period organized a new 
political expression and created conditions for a mass party of the 
Left in Greece. Shortly, after the military and especially the political 
defeat of the Left attempted to rally and the reintegration into 
civilian life. The publication daily newspaper, "Δημοκρατική" at 
the beginning and "Аυγή" later accompanied the project of the 
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defeated Left political expression and fostered a steady 
communication with voters. At elections of September 9th of 1951, 
UDL takes the percentage of 10,57% and elects 10 members at 
the parliament4, a fact that nobody expects then. One more fact 
was that UDL was the only party, that voted negative for the 
entrance of Greece at NATO. Naturally, the unstable situation 
drove at new elections at 16th of November 1952, when the 
coalition of the conservative party Greek Alarm of General 
Alexandros Papagos cooperate with Centrists Union of Georgios 
Papandreou senior. UDL stays out of parliament.

Until 1956 UNL, was a coalition and after partyʼs first conference at 
July of 1956 a single party under presidency of I. Pasalidis and 
parliamentary representative of the Ilias Iliou. Very important 
development for the organization and strengthening of the party 
and has been the decision of the 8th Plenum of the Central 
Committee of Communist Party be dissolved all illegal party 
organizations in Greece and join their members in the UDL. This 
strengthened the organizational development of the party, as the 
purpose of the GCP now, was the strengthening of UDL. So at 
February 19th of 1956 UDL is goes to the elections for first time as 
a single party, but again fails to  enter to the parliament because of 
the voting system, which Konstantinos Karamanlis, president of 
National Radical Union (EΡΕ) applied.

Despite that already has been defeated twice, UDL succeed to 
become official opposition at elections of 11th of May of 1958 (4th 
elections at 7 years, so  many commons with present situation). 
UDL elected with the percentage of 24, 42% and 60 
representatives at the parliament. At 11th of June at his speech 
Pasalidis, was an apocalypse. "Dear members, the mandate of the 
people at the recent elections was clear: They asked generally the 
change in political situation in our country. Particularly, the Greek 
people asked to abandon the enslavement to foreigner leaders, 
something that leads us to the flap hydrogen bane and making a 
real Greek foreign policy of peace and friendship to all people who 
will serve the interests of Greece and only .Our people asked even 
the restoration of democracy in our place, that of bourgeois 
democracy foreseen in the Constitution. Because only in the scope 
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of democracy by creative activity of the people and organizations 
of and response of the power to the demands of the masses, can 
open the way and give solution to major problems that weigh on 
the place and connected to the standard of living and the future of 
our people”.5

 On 14/9/1959 announced the convening of the First Panhellenic 
Conference (November 28-December 2) with the objective, as 
noted the announcement, to critically examine the work of the 
UDL and to engrave direction for a more effective response of the 
party "in the race for the change". The topics for the Court, which 
defined was the course of the struggles of the people and the 
action of the UDL in the last three years, the functions of the UDL, 
the approval of the program and the election of party organs. 

Naturally, the deeply conservative state of pm Karamanlis, didnʼt 
like the rising of such a big left party and try to stop it. The 
conference had invited many celebrities from abroad (Luis Aragon, 
Bertrand Russell, Leglio Basso, U. Teraccini, Boris Polevoi and 
others), but the government did not allow the entry into the country 
by refusing validate their passports. The day of the Conference, 
the halls where the work conducted was under the supervision of 
police forces. From step the conference complained about the 
attitude of the government and expressed their disapproval, the 
Chairman of UDL, I. Pasalidis, and Ilias Tsirimokos, the president 
of the Democratic Union, who had been invited to follow the 
proceedings.

One of the Court's key decisions was to  stabilize the changes had 
made the First Conference. UDL now definitely turned into a single 
party rather than coalition parties, as provided by statute. This 
brought about a series of important changes in the party. The 
Executive Committee could no longer emerge solely elected by the 
Congress members. At the top of the pyramid, the Executive 
Committee took a role similar to  that of the Politburo of the 
Communist Party, while the Steering has a function similar to that 
of the Central Committee. Supreme organ remained the 
conference, and added the National Council, a new body with a 
broader composition and advisory. Such decision was opposed by 
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I.. Pasalidis and his close associates, but eventually retreated to 
avoid splitting the party.

On October 29th of 1961, the most disputed election took place in 
the history of the Modern Greek State. That election was famous 
as «εκλογές βίας και νοθείας».6  The fact that the 1961 elections 
were violence and rigging elections no one could deny it. Even the 
leaders of NRU forced to admit claiming on one hand that 
everything was done unknowingly and on the other that the 
elections what will win their party without these methods. As later 
revealed, the whole orgy violence and fraud occurred on a 
blueprint that was called "exercisable PERIKLIS" and had worked 
out in final form a few months before the election committees 
anticommunist struggle to which we referred above. The aim of the 
project was, by using all means of appropriate instruments, to 
suffered communism bending and "dropped to levels below 20%." 
But few days before the elections victim of terrorism fell and 
Center Union, of course, to a lesser extent by ПАМЕ (Central 
Workers Union) , which was unable to avoid and the 
consequences of the distortion effect. The regime wanted a united 
party of the Centre. The violence and rigging elections of 1961 
ensured the NRU and K. Karamanlis 50,8% and something less 
than two years in power. But strengthened state and parastateʼs 
political violence mechanisms that will ultimately undermine and 
Mr. Karamanlis and prepare the overthrow of democracy and the 
dictatorship of the protected leaders of the government colonel 
Georgios Papadopoulos and his team.

The fact that showed the dark action of parastate at its zenith was 
the assassination of MP of UDL Grigorios Lambrakis on 22 May 
1963. In the elections of October 1961 Lambrakis was elected MP 
Piraeus cooperating with the United Democratic Left .He was a 
founding member and vice president of the "Greek Committee for 
International Recession and Peace". On April 21st of 1963, in 
defiance of a ban of the police, he made its first Peace Marathon 
course. He marched most of the path alone amid threats, before 
finally arrested and held for several hours. Shortly, after he moved 
to London to  stand by the Greeks, Cypriots and British protesters 
demanding the release of political prisoners in Greece. The aim of 
the protesters was the Queen Frederica, which was in the English 
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capital to attend royal weddings. Almost one month later, on 22 
May, as emerging from gathering for peace and nuclear 
disarmament in Thessaloniki suffered murderous attack by 
parastate. Seriously injured and died of his injuries four days later. 
His death provoked outrage among the public, acute political crisis 
and international outcry. His funeral turned into a demonstration of 
condemnation, as 500,000 people took to the streets after the 
funeral. The journalistic investigation and interrogations that 
followed, the conduct of which was undertaken by the investigating 
judge and later president of the republic Christos Sartzetakis, 
clearly highlighted the cooperation mesh and complicity between 
state institutions and parastatal organizations, fact, which seemed 
clearly as well at the book of Vasilis Vasilikos “Z”, which became a 
movie at 1969 from acclaimed director Costas Gavras. 

On the night of 20 to April 21, 1967 took place in Greece the coup 
of the colonels. A group of officers "grabbed" the martial law 
enforcement projects that had itself drafted at the behest of the top 
leadership of the army, the implemented and seized power. The 
country was essentially a pre-election period the elections have 
opened on May 28. The government only for 20 days was NRU, 
with Prime Minister Panagiotis Kanellopoulos. As the elections in 
May 1967 approach, the EYΠ (Stateʼs Secret Agency) warns that 
the Union Centre and George Papandreou will win the election. On 
the same day begin the arrests and killings of civilians in the vast 
majority of left beliefs. A lot of politicians arrested and send to 
prison. President of UDL I. Pasalidis will die a year later, placed 
under house arrest. In his death announcement was written just 
the profession of doctor and not the politician one.

The first resistive events will begin in the first days after the 
dictatorship.7  George Votsis talking about polygraph of ΠΑΜ 
(Panhellenic Resistance), Giannis Charalampopoulos for 
businesses of workerʼs syndicate and Alexandros C. Magkakis for 
the bombs they carried along with Kostas Simitis. The fighters 
captured tortured horribly in Security terrace Bouboulinas Street 
and Mikis Theodorakis who has been arrested under adventurous 
conditions, writes in his cell in safety songs for one of them. 
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Among, those who are driven to the police and Manolis Mitsias, 
team member of Panhellenic Resistance Thessaloniki and John, 
murdered by the institutions of the dictatorship in Thessaloniki. The 
fate of Sifis Valyraki no better: after the first escape from the EΣΑ 
(Police headquarters) arrested at the border, while the second 
manages to  swim to Albania, where arrested as a spy and taken to 
labor camp.

Alexandros Panagoulis actively participated in the struggle for the 
restoration of democracy and against the military regime of the 
colonels. He deserted from the army and founded the organization 
National Resistance. He exiled himself to Cyprus, to  organize an 
action plan. There comes into contact with the political men of the 
place, like Polycarpos Yiorkadjis, to  ask them to contribute in 
resistance. Returned to Greece and planned  the assassination 
attempt against the dictator Papadopoulos, August 13, 1968 close 
to Varkiza. Fails and is captured. As noted by writer Oriana Fallaci, 
his wife in the interview with Alexander Panagouli after the 
liberation of the act was a political act against the dictatorship: I 
didnʼt try to kill a man. I'm not able to kill a man. I sought to kill a 
tyrant.

The highest act of resistance during dictatorship was the uprising 
of Polytechnic school, which began on the morning of November 
14th 1973. The morning was held gathering students in the 
courtyard of the University, which resulted in a declaration of 
abstinence courses. Students are asked to hold elections for 
student unions in December of that year and not at the end of next 
year, as announced by the dictatorial regime. Set up student teams 
who wrote slogans on placards in walls, trolleys, buses and taxis to 
get to know all the Athenians. The University organized restaurant 
and hospital. Student groups took safeguard the site, singling 
enthusiastic and democrats Athenians by provocateurs. Crowds of 
people ran to Athens to join the students, against the Junta, asking 
"Democracy", "Bread-Education-Freedom8" and shouting "Down 
with the junta.". The junta reacted immediately, initially sending 
secret agents to mingle in the crowd that flocked to the University 
while also  akrovolise shooters surrounding buildings. On 
November 16 major police forces attacked the crowd was gathered 
outside the University with batons, tear gas and plastic bullets, 
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leading most to dissolve. At 3 o'clock in the morning of November 
17 the chariot was opposite the main gate was ordered to invade. 
He fell on the gate, threw, drifting over the course of one girl who 
was perched in the yard holding the Greek flag. The degrees of 
storm trooper with secret groups and non-police invaded the 
University and chased the students. The dead officially reached 34 
people. In the interrogation conducted in the autumn of 1975 
against the instigators of the repression were identified 21 cases of 
fatal injury. But victims must have been much more because many 
seriously injured, in order to escape arrest, refused to a hospital. 

Dictator Papadopoulos declared martial law, but on 25 November 
was overthrown in a coup. President appointed lieutenant 
Phaedon Gizikis and prime minister of the new government 
Adamantios Androutsopoulos. But the strong man of the new 
regime was the commander of the Military Police Brigadier 
Dimitrios Ioannidis, imposed a regime harder than that of 
Papadopoulos. The dictatorship collapsed on July 23, 1974 after it 
had already preceded the Turkish invasion of Cyprus. The Gizikis 
and Lieutenant Davos, commander of the Third Army Corps, called 
Constantine Karamanlis to return to Greece to restore democratic 
governance.

The results of the election of November 17th of 1974, was the 
concentration of all political contrasts and the transformations from 
the Polytechnic as election day. Karamanlis widely legitimized 
through the government of "National Unity" as "Father of the 
Nation" and with the appropriate political openings manages to 
symbolization in the face of the rupture with the dictatorship. The 
errors and weaknesses of the Left, the highlight in the eyes of the 
people as the sole guarantor of democracy, guarantee to avoid 
new dictatorship. The left while leaving the dictatorship reborn its 
validity can, however, impose the same polity or decisively 
influence its terms. From the government "National Unity" absent 
resistance organizations who raised the burden of dictatorship 
struggle. Apart from these, with the legalization of the Communist 
Party (September 1974), the crisis of the Left and the split is made 
public, encapsulates the Left on "internal" the dispute for 
hegemony, marginalizing it even more, while the election welding 
"United Left "cannot be overdoing the overall political and 
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ideological nothingness, or to project a convincing alternative to 
the popular masses.

The first election after the 1964 parliamentary elections in which 
the Communist Party participated in the figure "Single Left", in 
relation to the pre-dictatorial political scene revealed a young man 
who had been key features of the vote of the Southwest with a 
percentage of 54, 37% and the weakening of the second pole of 
the two-party system, the "Centre Union", which was in opposition 
having passed by 20.42% of voters. High percentage (13.58%) 
collected the newly established Pan-Hellenic Socialist Movement 
(PASOK) 13 and the "United Left" got 9.47% of votes .I 
implementation of Karamanlis some modernizations, such as the 
liquidation of so-called paramilitary organizations, covered the 
"liberal" territory "Centre Union" of Giorgos Mavros (Giorgos 
Papandreou had died in 1968), which created an asphyxiating 
framework for its existence. Simultaneously, the "Center Union" 
could not be evolved to a social democratic party, in order to adapt 
to new conditions. This was a timely grasp Andreas Papandreou, 
from the period of dictatorship. Thus, in 1974 rejected a proposal 
to lead the "Centre Union" and founded the PASOK. They were 
ripe for the formation of a modern mass social democratic party 
that would act as a bulwark in tendency radicalization mainly 
brought the action of  CP. PASOK came from the anti-junta 
organization National Anti-dictatorship Movement (CIP) and 
proclaimed that followed the so-called third way to socialism  that 
rejected both capitalism and socialism we have known, and 
criticized the policy of the older parties of social democracy, 
arguing that the same is not socialist and social democratic party.

In October 1981 PASOK, after a charged election campaign, with 
the slogan "Change" and "Greece to the Greeks", won the 
parliamentary elections with 48% and the parliamentary majority 
with 173 deputies, forming the first self-contained socialist 
government in the country's history with Prime Minister Andreas 
Papandreou. In 1984 held the 1st Congress of PASOK, which was 
re-elected unanimously Andreas Papandreou as president. In June 
1985, the PASOK again won the elections with 45% elected 161 
deputies formed a majority government again.The development 
strategy implemented in Greece by the PASOK governments the 
period 1984 - 1990 was characterized mainly by the high 
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dispersion of the resources available to  small infrastructure 
projects across the country. This policy has supported the 
economic activity and the improvement of living standards in rural 
and peripheral areas. Upgrade the provincial transport network 
and strengthened the modernization of small farms and the 
establishment of hotel small and medium in many areas. In 1989, 
time of great political tension in the economic Koskotas scandal, 
with the founder of the patient (heart problems), PASOK he lost the 
election.

In the period July 1989 - April 1990 formed the government of 
Tzanis Tzanetakis (cooperation New Democracy - "Coalition of the 
Left and Progress' ΣΥΝ, in which the Communist Party 
participated) and later the Government of Xenofon Zolota. In the 
second took place and PASOK. Before the formation of the 
government Tzanetaki  parliamentary elections on June 18, 1989. 
The ND ranked first, without form majority government. The 
electoral balance of forces was as follows: ND got 44,28%, 
39,13%, PASOK, SYN 13.13%, the DHANA 1.01%. As is obvious, 
SYN only collected the sum of the rates of political parties and 
movements which together constitute it. Moving PASOK voters 
clearly did not express any radical changes in consciousness. It 
was moving under the bipartisan alternation, which was confirmed 
in two subsequent elections. These, indeed, the electoral strength 
of the Coalition decreased greatly. Specifically, between the 
formation of governments and Tzannetaki Zolota, intervening 
parliamentary elections of November 5, 1989, one of which also 
has revealed majority government. The results for each party 
were: ND 46.19%, 40.68%, PASOK, SYN 10.97%. Thus was 
formed the government Zolota. Then, while during its "ecumenical" 
government Zolota, proclaimed new elections for April 8, 1990. In 
these elections the parties got: ND 46.89%, 38.61%, PASOK, SYN 
10.28% the "Alternative Ecologists" 0.77%, the DHANA 0.67%. 
ND, with the support of an MP DHANA, formed a government with 
151 MPs and Prime Minister Konstantinos Mitsotakis. The strategy 
of the ruling class needed and those years to confront one coping 
strategy both ND and PASOK reformism. The revelation of the 
second and effective management of both could take place only in 
the territory of struggle that would be directed at building social 
alliance between the working class and the compact layers, aiming 
radical changes in the economy and in power and that would 
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process the regular on this basis, in order to divert popular forces 
and by PASOK.

Meanwhile, the environment of confusion and frustration that 
shaped developments in so-called socialist countries, a group of 
executives (dubbed by the press "rejuvenating") spoke out in favor 
of ex thorough renewal and transformation of ideology and 
communist character of the party and attempted to  work KKE 
harder to convert into a single Unified Coalition party, coalition of 
political parties, as originally established. 

In 1991, in conditions of dissolution of USSD the 13th Congress 
the so-called group of dissenting rejuvenators failed to pass 
thepolicy proposal for a decision, which vote 48% of the delegates 
of the Communist Party. Eventually he became General Secretary 
Aleka Papariga. After Nicos Zachariadi is the general secretary of 
the largest service in place (1991-2013).So the Communist Party 
withdrew from the Coalition to the loss of a large number of cadres 
and members, including 39 members of the CC of 5 Members. 
Among those who left the party, was the former Secretary Gregoris 
Farakos and Maria Damanaki, then president of the Coalition. Until 
now,  left wing is divided.

The Greek left until today continues its course, split. The historical 
value, the struggles of the people for freedom and justice 
overturned and forgotten ever grace of personal disagreements 
and political interests. If Greece has benefited or not from this 
ongoing rupture it is something that is and will continue to be 
judged by history over time.
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